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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 1738 Yo. RI-XAS

STEPHEN HOPKINS HOUSE

Address: 12 Hopkins Street (southwest corner Hopkins and
Benefit Streets), Providence, Providence County,
Khode Isleand.

An addendum to:

Governor Hopkins House
15 Hopkins Sireet,
Providence, Rhode Island
in HABS Cataloe (1941)

Pregent owner: State of Rhode Island

Present Occupant: The house is maiitained by the Society of Colonial
Dames of Bhode Igland and Providence Plantations

Present Use: Museun

Brief Statement Stephen Hopkins, Governor of Rhode Island, Chief

of Significance: Justice of the BHhode Island Supreme Court,
Chancellor of Brown University, member of the Continental
Congress, signer of the Declaration of Independence,
lived in this house from 1743 'til his death in
1785. The house, at which George J/ashington was a
guest, 1s a well-restored example of & mid-eighteenth
century wooden structure.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION .

A. Physical History

1. Original and subsequent owners: In 1743, Stephen Hopkins
purchased a strip of land from John Field with a two-story,
one-room, end chimney house on it which forms the ell of
the present house. The house was acquired by the State
when it was moved to its present location in 1928, ‘

2. Date of erection: The rear wing of the house was built
some time before 1743; the front main block was presum-
ably built soon after Hopkins bought the place, e. 1743.

3. Hobes on alterations and additions: The strip of land
Hopkins bought from Field on which he built, was &t _
the northeast corner of South Main and Hopking Streets.
In 1809 the house was moved half a block to 9 Hopkins
Street. In 1928 the house was moved to its present site
and restored by Norman Morrison Isham, architect. The
following notes are from: HNorman Morrison Isham, iy
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"The Stephen Hopkins House,' Rhode Island History, Vol.
IMILI, No. 2 (April, 1930), p. 54:

The {ront doorway and door, some of the window frames
and all but one sash are new (copled from the original),
The hearth tiles are original, The underpinnings and
steps are modern. The roof hasg been shingled, but the
chimneys are old.

The entry or central hall leads across the front block
of the house, The stairs in this hall are original,
made of maple, and iwo or three have 'curly grain.”
One baluster and two drops were replaced. The plagter
has been mended and surfaced with Swedish putty. The
floor boards are originsl in thehall.

Floors, doors with panels over the doors, and mantels
in the west parlor and the east room sre original,.
There is a fine shell cupboard over the fireplace in
the east room.

The keeping room, part of the ell, has simple finish.

The fioor is new, algo in the bedroom. ZIast side cor-
ner cupboard is new. (riginal sash is in passage be-

tween parlor and ell.

Second floor west parlor chamber has original paneling
over mantel; original floor. This wag Washington's
room. The east chamber, a small room over east room,
has a low mantel; flocor is old. The two chambers ab
the south end of ell, were made after Hopking' time;
above the original kitchen chamber which originally
was a garret.

Furniture belonging to Hopkins:

Two (Queen Amna Townsend gide chairs

One cradle

Decanter set, gift Lo Hopkins by Ceorge Weshington,
who visited here {twice;, spent night here and was given
dinner here, :

"The furniture in the house represents, except for the
chair now at Brown University, which stood in the entry

and the clock and desk which were in the parlor, the .
furniture which belonged to Governor Hopking at his.

death as it is set forth in the inventory now on record

at the City Hall. As some pieces which we should naturally
expect to find are not recorded, it is possible that they
had been given to Ruth, his daughter-in-law or ‘o Rufus; .
his son belore Hopking' death. - - L
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Sources of information: John Hutchins Cady, The Civic and
Architectural Development o Providence 1636-1950
(Providence, Rhode Island: The Book Shop, 1957), pp.

30, 31, 33.

Antoinette Forrester Downing, Early Homes of Hhode island
(Richmond, Virginia: Garrett and Massie, 1937), pp. 133,
137, 142, 145, 161, 171, 206, 207, 209, 212, 275.

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A, General Statement

1.

2.

Architectural character: This is a well-restored example
of a medium-size, wooden house of the mid-eighteenth cen-

tury.

Condition of fabric:; excellent.

B. Technical Descriptlion of Ixterior

1.

N

Overall dimensions: L-shape with later front block
facing north about 30' (4 bays) x 13', two stories
high, and earlier rear wing, about 20' x 28', one-and-
a~half stories high, with the only original entrance
facing west.

Foundations: brick asbove grade, wooden concrete below
grade,

Wall constructlon: heavy timber frame, plank walls,
clapboards, beaded comer beards.

Stoops, bulkheads: stone stoops at both entrances,
apparently not original. Large, wooden bulkhead to
cellayr on east side of earlier wing.

Openings:

a. Doors and doorways: Main north entrance with
gix-panel, top-lighted door in pilastered frontis-
piece with pediment, is not original, but replaces
an original window. West door in original location
a replacement; simple doorway with top 11ght and
wood lintel apparently original.

b. Windows: Double-hung wood windows with nine-light
over nine-light sash with thick wood mulllons.
6" x 8" panes in earlier wing, 7" x 9" panes in
later wing. Smaller six-over-gix light attic
window. Plain window frames with thick, molded
sills; high wood lintels on sides and earlier
wing, molded window coruices on the north front.
Second floor window cornices continuous with bed
mold of roof cornice. No shutters.
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Chimneys: Two tall brick chimmeys with stepped-in tops.
Roof':
a. Shape, covering: Gable roofs, ssphalt shingles.
b. Cornice: Boxed saves with molded cornices.

¢. Dormers: One smell hip-roofed dormer en eserlier wing.

C. Technicel Descripiion of Intarior

1.

Floor plsns: Front block of the house has centrel-hall
plen, one room deep, with fireplaces om the rear wall.
Reer wing behind the west perlor hes e lerge kitchen,

a smell bedroom, end a secondary steir hall.

Steirways: Front steir, straight run with winders at the
top, closed string with hesvy torus molding on outsida
gtring, plaster below outside atring, turned balusters,
gqusre nawels; half balusters ebut the newels, acorn
drops, twe of which are replecemsnts; steirs continue

to attie up two flights. Steir in rear wing has balusters
gewn from flet boards wilth molded profiles; rail is moldad
on outer face only; reer stelrs possibly not original but
typical of e. 1720 In Rhode Island.

Flooring: Floor boards ebout 12¢ to 1l4Y wide.

Wall and ceiling finish: Wslls are plsatar wiih molded
chair rail only. Pleeter ceilings with molded cornice

in west parlor and the east room. Corniee bresks forward
at the verticals of the window and door fremes. Corner
posts, where axposad on inside, are cesad.

Doorweys end doors: Six-panel doors with quarter-round

‘moldings end raisad flush panels in weat parlor and

front entrance; two-panel doors elsawherse. Over-door.
panels irn west parlor and west chamber above.

Trim: Mitred, molded door end window frames. An original
Spenish brown color has been reproduced ihroughout most
of the house; an old shede of blua green used in east
chamber. Fireplaca in west parlor, square hearth tiles;

- opening enframed with bolection moldings, round-headed

penala flank a ahell cupboard over fireplace. ZEast reom
has peneled mantel, flanking cupboards, about 4" mentel
shelf supported on classilc run molding, cne lsrge panel

‘above shelf, violet Biblical tiles added at restoration.

Paneled mantel in west chamber, boleetion. molding around ;
opening, three veriticel psnels over opening. Weat chamber -
hag ceiling cornice sections ebove. door end w:l.miows only.
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No baseboards in west chamber; plaster has been painted
black to simulate baseboard.

Hardware: FEast (interior) and west (exterior) doors

7.
into rear ell with strap hinges and knocker latches.,
Most interior doors have H-L hinges and bean pattern.
Suffolk latches.

&, Lighting: ZElectric.

b. Site

1. General setting and orientation: The house faces north
on a southwest corner lot, secondary entrance facing
west, with yard on the east and west sides.

2. Enclosures: Reproduction of typlecal early wood picket
fence on north and east sides.

3. Walks: Flagstone and brick walks.

4. Landscaping: A period garden on west side of the house

designed by Alden Hopkins, descendant of Stephen Hopkins
and a resident architect at Colonial Williamshurg,
Virginia.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
Natlonal Park Service
and Antolnetie F. Downing
for the Providence Preservaiion Soclety
August, 1961.



